HOUSING IS

+MAR. 27,1975, ORDERS to the 14
elderly tenants of the King

Edward Apt's. at 420 E. Has- -ices of the RENTALSMAN that
-tings street were issued by
RENTALSMANS OFFICER L.R. TUB-
=MAN and SENIOR DEPUTY, PETER,

were on behalf of WONG YING
SLUMLORD, commanded the
tenants, to deliver full and
peaceable vacant possession
and occupation of the King
Edward Apt's., by 5pm April rent
1, 1975, to the said WONG YING
orders gave these 14 old to
people exactly five days to under
find alternate accommodation.
[Good Friday, Saturday,Easter
Sunday, Easter Monday

the ORDER for possession, are
»JULY 3, 1974,tenants complain
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Committee

By RANDY GLUVER

A jemt comnutiee of council has recom-

metided that $2.7 milliosn he spent on ac-
quiring sites for housing in the downlown
eustsde arca.

avors

The mofion 1o spend $2.7 niillion for
housing was passed 4-3 in the commitiee,
with Aldermen Jack Volrich, Ed Sweeney

and Hugh Bird opposed.

¢ Aldermen Harry Rankin,

spending $2.7 million for sites

The §27 million is a prtion of the $&
million the provincial governmen! paid
for the courthouse next to the police sta-

tion on Main.

Phillips
Dollars for

By JEAN SWANSON L.E.A.P.

Mayor Phillips will oppose

the recommendation of a
joint committee of council
to use $2.7 million for
housing in the downtown east
-side.

The joint committee recom
-mendation came after” a
meeting February lst, 1975
at the Salvation Army Temple

with representatives of &40
downtown eastside organizar-

to Oppose

Downtown

ions and Aldermen Rankin and
Harcourt. It was noted that
over 1,000 housing units had
been lost in the downtown
eastside in 1974-75. Some

participants reported that
displaced residents were
living in the streets,rather
than pay high rents at avail
-able places.

The Mayor wants to use the
$2.7 million to build a gym-

Housing "
East side

nasium and parking lot
policemen. Alderman Harcourt®
said he would
the money for a skating rink
$2.7 million is the
from the sale of
the provincial courts build-
$3.3 million 1is |
renovate the police |

FOR POLICEMEN H!!""l

MORE ESSENTIAL THAN GYMS AND PARKING _LOTS

Rentalsman Obliges Slumlord

to Standing Committee on Soc-
-ial Services and to the Off-

SMITH. The ORDERS which

By-Laws. eJuly 9, 1974, reply
from PETER B. SMITH, SENIOR
and to DEPUTY RENTALSMAN, A.G. DEPT

5PM: Tues. April first 1975.] VIGTORIA, B.C.

the SLUMLORD ~was attempting
to charge them an illegal 587%
rent increase plus a further
$150.00 each to repair and
decorate their rooms. The 14
14  tenants refused to pay the
$150.00, but stated at the
time that they would be more
than willing to pay the 58%

increase if WONG YING

would bring the premises up

the standards required
the Lodging house

events leading up to "As you are a ra,

e -

-ant sections
LANDLORD ar
A

certain authority
responsibility wupon the
RENTALSMAN, have
proclaimed; meanwhile, be as-
-sured of our interest
the more active participation

under section 34. (1). of 1 uwh
ACT+eNOV.4, 1974,tenants get
notice to vacate from
YING datedeOct. 31, 1974
35,1974  tenants file

of dispute with
DEC. 16, 1974, '
that issu
attended
1975

matters.'"Oct. 18,1974,tenants
make application under repair
sectiony 34.(1). of the
ACT, which has recently been
proclaimed.eOct.25,1974,seven
City Health Dept
decides to enforce
orders WONG YING SLUMLORD,
close premises for del

refusal to com

Local Groups
Urge  Eriksen
to  Reconsider

BRUCE ERIKSEN, Mar.14/75.

RE: YOUR RESIGNATION -

We, the undersigned ask you
to reconsider your decisionj
maybe not for yourself,
because we understand the
pressures on Yyou, but on
behalf of the people of the
district.

We have had an unanimous

vote this morning to back
and if you are agree-
would like To senc
a lecter to City Hall rec
—uesting them to reconsidex

the Appeal. We believe they
will.

We will await your reply.
Letter received from the
Dowvntown Eastside Community
Organisations: .

K. O'Shanneceny, Lookout; M.
Chisholm, New Hope Centrej;
Sister Mary Beata,Franciscar
Sisters; V. Obedkoff, I1st
United Church; L. Davies,

.

you,
able, we

" DERAjFather Richard Brugger,

St. Paul's Parish; Bill
Hennessy, lst United Churchj;
Tanis Cornwall, DERP; Mary
Segal, City Centre Youth
Resources; Rita LeClair, lst
United Church; Ray Schon,
DERAj3 Mrs. May Gutteridge,
St. James' Social Serviceg
Mr. R. Gutteridge, Central
City Mission; Mr. B. Ross}
Central City Mission.

‘F*D(j WLy




Kennedy bid fails to

halt

By Nate Smith

An attempt to kill the hous-
ing development planned

on
the south shore of False
Creek was rejected Thursday
by city council's planning

and development committee.

Ald. Warnett Kennedy propos-
ed that the development be
stopped, describing it as
'""madness" and a''maive idea.'

«+. Kennedy said plans for a
mix of income groups in the
development are naive. "This
is a social experiment that
has never succeeded when
it's been tried."

.0

BY CALVIN SANDBORN

N.P.A.believes that False
Creek land is too wvaluable
to be wasted on low-cost
housing -- news item.

The Downtown East
able to secure
interview
Bilgebrain,

was
an exclusive
with Worn - Out

renovmed social
critic,political commentator
» and leading light of the
NPA [ No Poor, Anymore]
political party.

Q. Mr. Bilgebrain,I under
-stand that your party has
an alternative to building
low - cost housing in the
False Creek basin?

A. Ha-rrumph, why yes of
course we do. First of all,
we think it's totally ridicu
-lous to ever house poor
people near the water.We all
know that traditionally the
rich have lived near the
water, and for a very good
reason -- the rich have an
artistic sense, they can
appreciate the water. Now,
don't get me wrong, the poor
can understand some kinds of
water -- simple kinds, they
understand toilets and kitch
-en sinks [some of the best
dishwashers and plumbers
I've known have been poor],
but we're talking about
appreciation of beauty.
Besides,since the rich don't
work, they have much more
time to devote to water-
watching.

Q. Didn't poor
used to live in
Creek area?

A. Of course, but that's
before we started to move
industry out of the basin.
The poor were given the opp-
to live

people
the False

ortunity there so
they could be near their
jobs. Besides, we couldn't

convince any rich people to

move in next to a sewer. But
now False Creek is going to
be cleaned up and turned

.0 O R

Creek housing

City Hall Reporter

«es City
Peter Leckie
False Creek

finance director
said if the
project were
killed at this stage, it
would cost the city $21.5
million and "the city can't
afford ic."

««. Kennedy said the
project would be a "subsidiz
-ed ghetto."

.+« Kennedy's was the lone
vote to kill the projectsses

EXCERPT FROM  ARTICLE 1IN
THE VANCOUVER PROVINCE DATED
FEBRUARY 14, 1975.

into a park -- and the situa
-tion changes. A beautiful
False Creek is going to be
far too wvaluable for poor
people to inhabit. I mean,
beauty 1is getting scarcer
all the time, and therefore
valuable. It just can't
be wasted on poor people.
It's a matter of simple econ
-omics.

Q. Where do you suggest
that poor people live?
A. Now, humph,
that's a very difficult
question. We used to send
the poor to Gastown,but that
area is now a popular tour-

more

humph,

ist spot, and is far too
valuable to be used by poor
people.

That's where our master
plan comes inj the plan that
will not only solve that
particular problem, but

totally eliminate the pover-
ty problem in Vancouver.

Q. How's that?

A. Well,it's very simple.
Just think about it. What
causes poverty? Poor people

ot Plate

CHILI
% 1b. ground beef
1 cup kidney beans

[canned
or cooked]
1 cup stewed tomatoes
chopped onion
green pepper [optional]
1 tbsp. chili powder
salt, bay leaf

Brown ground beef.

other ingredients, bring to
a boil. Reduce heat and
simmer, covered 10 minutes.
Serve with a tossed salad
and/or garlic bread.
NOTE: Make soup with the
leftover kidney beans and/
or tomatoes by adding a tsp.
oil or margarine and a
bouillon cube.

Add

MONDAY MARCH 24 1975

The Vancouver Sun

Does anyone really -give a hoot .
wiiether Mayor Art Philllps fires'™
city planner Ray Spaxman, whe-
ther Mr. Spaxman fires Mr.
Phiilips, or whether both are seized
by urban guerrillas and exchanged
for all the city planners of the past,
now in limbo lost, and a bag of
Gravy Train? We doubt it. There's
a curse on planning in Vancouver.
\What is accomplished or threaten-
ed in its name, from the Granville
Mall to the False Creek pueblo, is
political pot-shotting, not planning,
and, asked to make a choice bet-
ween the two eternally warring
factions the taxpayer might wear-
ily evoke a curse on both their
houses. Why is it, at city hall, that

missed never go on strike?

Ho hu’rﬁ'ﬁ‘iﬂ_‘a 5 ] gs

the people who never would be

SPAXMAN we'd miss.’ —

cause poverty. Without poor

people there can be no
poverty problem.

Put this together with
the fact that most of the
land in southern BC is far
too valuable to be wused by

poor people,and the solution
becomes obvious: move the
poor to cheaper land some
-thing more appropriate to
their station in life.

We've found some beauti-
ful tundra only two hundred
miles north of Inuvik, NWT.
It's really perfect for low=-
cost housing: the Russians,
in their Siberian experiment
-s, have shown us how to
build very cheap housing in
such terrain. Plus,there are

no roads, so poor people
won't have to feel bad about
not being able to afford
cars. I think poor people

will really appreciate that.
And there's plenty of fresh,
cool air up there, very good
for people with lung problem
-Se Also, there's lots of
room for the kiddies to play
. If it's water that they
want, they'll be surrounded
by it -- all they'll have to
do is melt the ice. That's
another advantage, they'1ll
have a lifetime's supply of
ice for their mixed drinks.
They wouldn't get that at
False Creek.

Great deal, eh: The poor

will have their igloos, and
Vancouver will have solved
its poverty problem. Voila,

No Poor, anymore.
Next week we'll have an
interview with TEAM's False

spokesman, excuse me, that
should read False. Creek
spokesman. We certainly
hope they don't have bilge

in their brains.

reprinted from Vol. 1, #4,

Aug.1-15,1973 ,DOWNTOWN EAST.

Qpen Letten

r- Members of D.E.R.A.

1 am writing to urge you not
to accept the resignation of
our President, Bruce Eriksen
on April 1l4th, 1975.

1f you feel, as I do, that
Mr. Eriksen has created and
4nitiated many changes {in

the downtown eastside that
have greatly benefitted wus
all, attend the meeting on

April l4th, and tell him so.

1 believe that we need a
person such as Mr. E:lk;gn,
to fight for us and repres-
ent the 700 members of DERA,
He is ome person who has
proved to City Council, the
media and the general public .,
that the people of the dowmn

-town eastside, you an
together, have the capabil-
ities and the

interest to
change our community for tl
better.

Having worked with
Eriksen for the past year, I
know that he is a dedicated
man, who believes in what

he is fighting for.

It is absurd and unnecessary
for him to resign because he
feels that he must take it
upon himself to dispel the
myth that DERA is Bruce
Erikseny,a one-man operation.

unfounded idea. "
Therefore,as members of DERA

and residents of the area,we
must stand up and be counted

# Come to the meet
April 1l4th at :
Church, lower g

7:00 p.m., and show you

-port for your Associat
and your President, B
Eriksen.

See you there!
Yours Sincerely
Libby Davies
Member at Larges

VANCOUVER
ELECTION

NOVEMBER 1976!

The real challenge to t
new establishment is emer
ing from such citizens'
groups as the COPE-oriented
Vancouver Tenants' Counc

and such insurgent communit]
organizations as the Do
town East Side Resident
Association and the W
Broadway Citizens'Committ:
Each of these groups
others too numerous to me
ion are organizing from th
base to build a politics

real issues in Vancouver.
the long run they pose t
best hope of giving cont
to West Coast civic poli
and _restoring democracy
Vancouver.

EXCERPT FROM THE
OCT-NOV. 1974, VO




Last year's

Cordova Street is the

Downtown

~

community garden in

g
300 block -East’
Cordova Lodge.

Eastside

site of

A Time for Decision

By Ray Guttridge

Many community people recent
-ly have become concerned
about this project. Having
been involved since 1972 in
changing the original con-
cept of a hostel where the
rooms could be hosed down,to
a point where a desirable
building is.- to be buile, I

felt it was about time that
facts as I know them were
placed before you.But a word
f warning - Do not lose
Leht i the priorities or
itical housing need if

you intend to prolong the

agony of achieving a desir-
able goal by more talk. At
this time we need action,not
more committees.

When one considers that it
was a report from the Vancou
-ver Medical Health Officer
to City Planning Department
dated August llth, 1972 that
initiated the concept of a
facility to accommodate the
so-called'difficult to house'
from the Downtown Eastside,
it is somewhat distressing
to find that to date Vancouv
Social Planning has not

-er
deemed it necessary to ac-
quaint the local residents

* and workers on what format
this facility is to be oper-
ated.

From the date of the initial
report on August llth 1972
it was not until January
16th 1973 that the community
workers under the leadership
of Peter.Davies had the op-
portunity to discuss this
project.At that time a local
representation was appointed

to the Steering Committee of
the Vancouver Social Plann-
ing Department from the
Downtown Eastside community
workers.This component,which
eventually became known as
the "Committee of Six'' was
comprised of Pat Canning,Jim
Erb,JsA. Murray,Linda Ragona

Andy Wolitski and the writen

The first meeting of the

Central City Mission

Steering Committee was call-
ed on March l4th 1973 at
City Hall and was chaired by
Tony Geach, the Assistant
Director of Community Plann-
ing. This was the start of
the long struggle which saw
the original members of the
Committee of Six become
frustrated to the point

where they failed to show up
for the meetings. In May of

1973 Maureen Sanderson and
Linda Ragona put out a quest
-ionnaire concerning the
qualities of the proposed
facility and this was sub
-mitted to the Steering
Committee as a whole. Walter
Boyd,who at the time was the
Director of Welfare and
Rehabilitation for the City
of Vancouveryand Dr. Bonham,
the Medical Health Officer,
endorsed the recommendations
in memorandums to Tony Geach
s>n July 13th 1973. Also on
that date the planning de-
partment  submitted their
report to Council. The
contents of this report ap-
peared to be in line with
the physical facility envis
-ioned by the Committee of
Six but the report did not
contain recommendations in

regard to management oOr
soclal services.

It should also be pointed
out that based on the re-

ports from the City Social
Welfare Department there was
no indication that there was
a need to serve women in
this facility at that time.
Following the May 1973 meet-
ing there was silence from
City Hall and the writer
took up the initiative to re
-solve the cancellation of
the June and July meetings
and it appeared that there
were problems in respect to
management of this facility
that were being discussed be
-tween the City,CMHC and the
Provincial Govermment. To
force action, the Central

o.ﬂa

special

place:

time:

L

ALl MEMBERS OF DER.A.
meeting = |
RE: election of new Cfficers -
APRIL

» St. James Church
| gore and Cordova

730 p.m. ]

14th 1975

Residential

City Mission offered to pro-
vide management and direct

the Social Services as it
had long experience in this
field. On September 12th
1973 this proposal was rec-
eived by the Steering Commit
-tee. At the next meeting on
November 21st 1973 the writ-
er was the only remaining
member ‘'0f the original Com
-mittee of Six and at this

time many important decis-
ions were pushed through.

9th 1974 brought

the architect's draw-
ings and plans. The design
and flexibilicy met with ap
-proval of the committee and
my own. The point of manage-
ment was again raised, and
Mr. Geach informed the
Central City Mission that
action on this proposal
could be expected in two to
three weeks. On February lst
1974 Central City Mission
again asked for clarificat-
ion on the management prob
-lem and to date no satisf
-actory answer has been

received.

January
forth

To end this chronological
document it was on the &4th
of July 1974(the date is not
significant) that the author
was advised that the Council

had approved the recommend-
ations of the Steering Com
-mittee on the 23rd of

April 1974 (it took two and
a half months to let me
know) and the letter closed
with a brief thank-you for
your help, but still no word
on management.But the frust-
ration had not ended. On
September 24th 1974 I was
asked to attend a meeting
with members of the Alcohol
and Drug Commission, Dr.
Bonham, representative from
Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation and a represent-
ative from the Greater Van
-couver Regional District.
The architect was also pres-
ent. At this meeting it was
felt that further input was
necessary by the Alcohol and
Drug Commission and other
community groups, but that

Facility -

the design need not change.
It was at this point I gave
up also. Here we were, over
two years of work and now
more talk of postponement.

Let wus consider the

first

‘priorities.They are many,but

case the desperate
need is for housing in the
Downtown Eastside area. That
is the only priority im this
instance. Whether it is call
-~ed a "hard - to - house -
facility", "difficult - ro -

house'" or the "Downtown East
-side Residence facility''has

no real bearing on the
issue. But we must not losc
sight of the need which is
clearly indicated by the
many homeless people who
become difficult to house
for many reasons. The crit-
eria for residence in such a
facility must never be allow
-ed to be brought down to a
point of labelling a person.

Having put in a tremendous

amount of time and effort to

this project I would hate to

have us fall into the trap

of verbalizing ourselves out

of the possibility of having

75 additional beds in the

area. And if at this time

there is indicated a need

for housing for women,let us

prove the point and make

change. The flexibility of
the design allows for change.
The other questions we
should be asking are what is
the management concept, and
how much social service in-
put is required to help 75
people through a difficult
time to a better quality of
life that is everyone's
right and not just a privi-
ledge?

Tenants Sue
Slumlord

Fourteen of the tenants in
the King Edward Apartments

in this

have followed the lead of
the East Hotel tenants, and
are sueing their landlord
for breach of contract in
the sum of $1,000.00 each,
for a total of $14,000.00.




LEAP ON THE GO

By Don Montgomery *D,E.R.A,— L.E AP

The DERA - LEAP project's
first year of operation has
drawn to a close with a most
productive record behind it.
The year started off slowly
with the usual growing pains
. This period of staff tur-
moil was quickly resolved.We
then began the demanding job
of working towards the
Association's objectives.

Throughout the summer and
fall, a core of devoted
staff members was establish-
ed, who then started to prod
-uce an impressive array of
statistics.These include the

* Eastside Story,our very pop-
ular display on neighbour
-hood Improvement in Oppen-

" heimer; the Downtown East
s our monthly newsletter was
produced...the 'past year,
has seen the circulation
increase by 50% and the beg-
innings of a professional
looking paper.

We have established a comp
-rehensive and thorough
community information centre.
Within this centre, we have
many of the wvarious forms’
and applications with which
the public comes into cont-
act. These include Renters
Resource Grant, Income Tax,
Bus Pass, etc. [We also
assist in their completion].
We also have a wide range of
information from Landlord
and Tenant matters to Legal

Aid problems. The job of
maintaining our comprehens-

ive information centre is
one taking an extensive
amount of time and energy

and is unceasing, as we keep
abreast of the very latest
information available.

One of our accomplishments
of which we are most proud,
is the publishing of our own
Downtown Eastside Catalogue
5 all the services included
we felt would be wuseful to
our residents. (5,000 copies
were distributed).

Our staff is presently
working on a survey of all
the hotels and rooming house

-s in the area. In this
project, we are gathering
.information on the present

rent and vacancy rates.

We have also completed a
food store cost survey [in
this issue]. In this survey,

we have revealed the most
economical stores in which
to shop.

The success of the LEAP is
witnessed by the popularity
of our offices. From October
8th, 1974 to February 28th,
1975 (a five month period),

1,051 residents have utiliz-
ed our offices.

This breaks

Foreman

down to 292 persons for
assistance of Renters Resour
-ce Crant forms and 265
residents approached us on

Landlord and Tenant matters.
An additional 494 members

came to us under the class-
ification -- 'Other'; this
included every other reason

residents came to our office
-s, i.e., Community Inform-
ation, Job Application, etc.

The LEAP staff is also
involved 1in the renovation
of the Carmegie Library into
a Community Recreation
Centre. We are also fighting
hard to get construction
with Antoinette Lodge and
the Multi-Use Centre(44 East
Cordova) begun in the immedi
-ate future.

In reviewing the LEAP, it

is easy to see that it is
working, and is a valuable
asset to the community in
that it is both productive

and useful.

D.E.R.A.

when dealing with Civic
Grant requests in February,

city Council approved the
suggestion of Alderman Bird
to limit the grant request

of DERA for two Community

Organizers' salaries to
$14,250.00, which was the
amount received the year
before. In effect, the cut

0£$5,250.00 meant a decrease
in the two salaries of 16.6%.

Really, the Mayor, and Ald
-ermen Bowers, Volrich and
Bird should be above such
tactics of appearing to
support a Community Organiza
-tion such as DERA,when they
are actually penalizing it
by chopping salaries indis-
criminately and throwing in
criticisms of irresponsibili
-ty and questionable tactics
. Had DERA really been
irresponsible, Council would
not have awarded ome cent of
the grant request.

Lays it on the line
Civic Grant appeal fails

4+

Elizabeth Davies

It puts the Mayor and the
three Aldermen who woted
against the appeal dn 3

sticky position.While on the
one hand they are on record
as committing themselves to
cleaning up Skid Road, [;aj v
cannot help, but acknpwlha‘~‘~
, that it is being donme ‘g-ﬂl.,I
successfully by DERA];on the

other hand,they have stpo N
to an all time low; sco

the support of 89 petitio

-ity organizations in e
downtown eastside, to avoid
funding an active, dedic&g
community group.
The President of DE
Bruce Eriksen, who ram
Alderman in 1974,thus posi
a threat to TEAM,
than they could take,
they are willing to penaliz
a whole community of o
7,000 residents for it.
As always --- TEAM & N
politics at the expense
community development.

Rooming House Operator

Protests  Against Slumlord

Dear Mr. Eriksent:

1 would like to have your
suggestions for the situat-
ion I am now in. This may be
important to you,as a leader
of this area, because it
might affect  about 37
residents. F

This is the situation:

We [excluding me, because I
work  full time somewhere
else], operate the
Rooms. As you probably al-
ready know, we have been
getting very bad reports
from the city health inspect
-or. This place is not up to
standards of the Lodging
House  By-laws. The main
complaints of the report
were there was no heat,
leaking ceilings,infestation
of insects,and no water pres
-sure.

We, the operators have to
face all these charges,while
the rich slum landlord [Quon
Wong] sits back and counts
his huge rent money.

Your probable solutions to
these, would be to fix the
roofyswitch to gas from saw-

dust, repair all the cracks
[nests of insects] in the
walls and send the whole

bill to the landlord.No,it's

Wonder~

not that easy.Realistically,
Quon Wong will say, !'That's
your problem.Fix it or close
down." This will leave us no
choice, but to dish out the
money.Furthermore,concerning
this sprinkler system for
control......it appears that
the operators[us]will end up
paying for it.He has already
told us that the more it

SPECTAL  NOTICE .’

ALL MEMBERS OF GITY COUNCILj
MEMBERS & REPRESENTATIVES OF
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE COMMUNITY |

ORGANIZATIONS; AND MEMBERS
OF THE MEDIA:
Are invited to attend a

special election meeting of

the Downtown Eastside
Residents' Association, as .
observers. e b
ON: APRIL 14TH, 1975.
AT: ST. JAMES = ANGLICAN
CHURCH --- LOWER GYM.
[GORE AVE.&CORDOVA ST. ]
TIME: 7:30 P.M.

cost to install, the higher
the rent increases.Up to the
present date, mno action has
been taken regarding to this

How long will our tiny sav
-ings last? Sooner or later,
we will have to close down,
because we are already poor
enough. Our furniture, food
and living conditions are no
better than the tenants.

This letter is also to in-
form you that some operators
are very dedicated to their
job.  Some are addicted to
rooming house operation and
will not leave even if they
make a net loss or . just
break even. I hope that in
the future,the city will buy

up all the slum rooming
houses, repair them, and
provide a small income for
those who truly want to

operate a rooming house.
Sidney Wong.

-red to Alderman Volrich

abrasive tactics.

Friends, Mayor, Fellow Aldermen, lend me your ears.
I come to praise the D.E.R.Asy not to bury them!

Forget your differences,forget that they have refer
as a
Maurice Egank report in which he describes the motives
of D.E.R.A. as questionable,their irresponsibility and

If you work down there, you have to be kinky.

slum landlord, forget

| by the

Readers:

Do you have something to
say about living in the
downtown eastside?

We need to hear
from you! Write
us a letter!

DERA.
616 East Cordova _‘

Vancouver |
x X 1

The DOWNTOWN EAST is a com-{
munity newsletter published
DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE
RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION, 616
E. Cordova St.,Vancouver,BC.
Layout, editing, reporting--
DeE«ReAs - L.E.A.P. staffa.
Feature articles by membe;
of active community gro ;
All typing by Chris
The newsletter is pui
monthly and di:




<« SHOPPING

iﬂi"

IN THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE »»

Sharon MacDonald
The Downtown Eastside Resid-
ents' Association - L.E.A.P.
workers have compiled the
following information as a
shopping guide for residents
in the downtown eastside.

Alhough a total of 21 stores
were listed for comparison
only 14 were actually survey
-ed; the remaining nine
refused to allow workers to
price articles.
conclude that publication of
their prices would be bad
for business!

44 of the most commonly used
food items were selected and
include perishables, canned
foods, vegetables,and meats.
Wherever possible, brands
that were inexpensive and
popular were compared. Com-
parisons do not include ---
"specials'.

Once the food items had been
checked and charted, each
store was listed in order of
the highest number of lowest
priced items.

LIST OF 21 STORES SURVEYED:

Downtown Community Health
Society

Payless Meats
Western Salvage
Woodwards
Pay & Save
Save On Meats
Produce City
Sunrise Market
Moonlight
Maggies--refused admittance
Sunkist=-refused admittance
Cozy Corner---refused admit
-tance

We can only -

B.C. Grocery--refused admit
-tance

Bill's Grocery

0.K. Grocery

John's Grocery

Queen's Grocery--refused ad-
mittance

Park's Grocery

New World Grocery

York's Grocery--refused ad-
mittance

95 W. Cordova St.

TABLE OF STORES SURVEYED
WITH THE LOWEST PRICES

D.C.HaSs 14
Payless Meat i )
Western Salvage 6

Woodwards 4
Pay & Save 3
Save On Meats 2

Downtown Community Health
Society Foodstore, 373 East
Cordova Street.

Date: March 10th, 1975.
Number of lowest prices: 14

Margarine $ .45¢- 1 1b.
Sugar +85¢- 1 1b.
Instant Coffee 1.72¢-10 oz.
Canned Milk .29¢-large.
Orange Juice «18¢-10 oz.
Mac.&Ch. Dinner .20¢-7%oz.
Rice «31¢- 1 1b.
Tuna-canned +55¢- 6 oz.

Creamed Corn-can .25¢-14 oz.
Pork & Beans .27¢-14 oz.

Payless Meats,469 Powell St.
Date: March 13th, 1975.

Number of lowest prices: 11
$ .20¢- 1 1b.
.10¢- 1 1b.

Lettuce
Cabbage

Carrots .18¢- 1 1b.
Potatoes .09¢- 1 1b.
Bologna-fresh .59¢~ 1 1b.
Eggs-Grade A. .89¢- 1 dz.
Orange Juice-can .18¢-10 oz.
Sausages .89¢- 1 1b.
Liver .58¢- 1 1b.
Pork Chops 1.39¢- 1 1lb.
Bacon .89¢- 1 1b.
Western Salvage, 627 Powell
Street.

Date: March 13th, 1975.
Number of lowest prices: 6

Bread $ .25¢-16 oz.

Eggs-Grade B. «73¢- 1 dz.
Cheddar Cheese .69¢- 1 1b.
Tea Bags .59¢- 1 1b.
Ground Coffee .93¢- 1 1b.

Woodwards, Abbott&Hastings St
Date: March 12th, 1975.
Number of lowest prices: &

Bologna-package$ .55¢- 1 pk.

Milk-quart +58¢- 1 qt.
Butter 1.00¢- 1 1b.
Edam Cheese .68¢- 1 lbe.

Pay & Save Meat, 16 W. Hast-
ings St.

Date: March 20th, 1975.
Number of lowest prices: 3

$1.39¢- 1 1b.

Pork Chops
Stewing Beef «75¢- 1 1b.
Weiners-package .79¢- 1 pk.

Save On Meat, 43 W. Hastings
Street.

Date: March 13th, 1975.

Number of lowest prices: 2

Onions-medium $ .13¢- 1 1lb.
Hamburger .69¢- 1 1lb.

Produce City is excellent
for vegetables, and variety.

Note that the 6 stores do
not include the notoriously
high priced corner groceries
For example: In the D.C.H.S.
Food Store 100 tea bags cost

.60¢ compared to $2.64 in
Park's Grocery; 10 oz. of
Sun Rye Orange Juice in

Bill's Grocery cost .30¢ --=
whereas, in the D.C.H.S.
food store it only cost .18¢
Corner groceries, open as
late as 11:00 pm, can afford
to charge exorbitant prices
since most of their business
‘is done after 5:00 pm, when
more reasonably priced
stores close.

Warning == If you want to
save money, stay away from
corner groceries in the
downtown eastside! They're
expensive, often dirty, and
sell old stock.

Since the D.C.H.S.food store

is the only non-profit low

cost store in the neighbour-

hood, it would seem logical

to greatly expand their serv

-ices, so that residents can

get a fair deal.

Forming food co-operatives,

and/or moving the D.C.H.S.

food store to a store front,

would be alternatives to not

only the high priced grocery
stores, but the large super
market chains like Safeway &
Woodwards. The only drawback
is that, if a food co-operat
-ive is to be successful, it
needs commitment and work
from its members. Are we

prepared to do that?

‘ Please may we have a swimming pool ?’

Jan., 1973 -- A letter was
sent to Mr. R. Young, Social
Planning Department, request
-ing that Lot C & D [the
vacant ground in front of
Strathcona School Jwould make
an excellent site for a rec-
reation area, swimming pool,
etc. Two mothers of the area
had collected signatures to
support the proposal.

This area has more children
than most,but the facilities
are almost nil.

Feb. 5 -- A reply, referring
us to Alderman Volrich and
the Community Development
Committee. [But Social Plan-
ning favoured housing].
March 22 -- We sent a letter
to Mayor and Council, with
the same request.

April 9 -- A letter to Alder
-man Rankin, inquiring if
there had been any develop-
ment re Lots C & D.

April 18 -- We received a
copy of a memorandum to Ald-
erman Rankin from Deputy Dir
~ector of Planning, they
favoured housing-but suggest
-ed other organizations may
have other proposals.
June 14 -- A meeting
held at Strathcona
hear proposalse

was |

A large number of children
attended, about 24 carrying
placards they had made --

"Please may we have a swim-
ming pool" etc.They were ter
-rific - and well mannered
as well.They were put in the
balcony, and they waited
quietly until it was time
for their presentation, at
that point they gave a spont
-aneous cheer.After the pres
-entation they filed out. We
feel they were ignored. The
Sun did not report on their
efforts - I wondered if they
had put a brick through one
of the windows,would it have
been reported?

Dec. 6 -- Our request
tabled with Council.
Feb. 6 -- The Sun reported
in a 2" by 2" insert - an
agreement had been reached.
Housing - who can knock it -

was

it's the sacred cow - but T _

predict it will not rehouse
any from this area, but
that's another war.si..

Nov.
rising,
help
facil

27 -- Delinquency is
.

Jan. 11, 1974 -- We received
a reply, at last, telling us
that Council had voted for
housing - "As you are aware,
Council is taking signific-
ant steps to increase recrea
-tional opportunities in the
downtown east side area'.
Jan. 22 -- We reminded Alder
-man Harcourt of the quote
and asked what was planned.
Feb. 1 -- A reply saying he
would be in touch re recreat
-ional facilities.
Feb. 20 -- A letter refer-
ring us to Tanis Cornwall,
Parks Board representative -
"I am advised that the pro-
grammes she has helped to
get going with the residents
involve such things as swim-
ming pool, bingo, drama,
crafts, trips, etc.'"
Bingo maybe, a Swimming Pool
never, unless it's the flood
-ed Oppenheimer Park.
March 26 -- We telephoned Mn
Little, City Clerk,complain-
‘ing that we had not been not
ified when the committees
garding C & D. He sent
e 11 the meet-

The children's weekly meet-
ings continued, during the
summer many trips were ar-
ranged,overnight camping,etc.
But again summer is over,
where can we take the kids
for exercise to run off that
energy? -

Sept. 6 == A letter to Prem-
ier Barrett [copies to the
rest | comparing recreational
facilities at  Strathcona
School area with the same at
Lord Byng.Wasn't his govern-
ment for the poor?

Sept. 17 -= A letter from G.
Lauk saying his assistant,Mr
Albert Melul,would investig-
ate lots G & D - he came -
said he would be back in a
couple of days -- poor man,I
think he fell in a hole in
the rough ground [it's been
dug for about 7 years] - he
never returned.

Oct. 16 -~ We received from
Mr. Lorme Nicolson a letter
- stating he would certainly
not be prepared to interfere
with the decision to use the
land for housing, but, Mr.
David Davies would be asked
to review recreation facilit
~ies in the area.

P6 See Swimming



The developers TEAM: Vancouver’s
‘reform’ party in power . e

By kind permission of the
publishers of CITY MAGAZINE,
December 1974 January 1975,
Vol. 1, No. 2.

Urban reform came to Vancouv
~er in a big way in 1972
when a young, progressive
political party called TEAM
swept out of office the pro-

developer aldermen of the
NPA, the party which had
controlled Vancouver City

Hall for 35 straight years.
Fed up with the constant
assault on citizen interests
mounted by the NPA politican
=5 Ied by millionaire-
developer mayor Tom Campbell
s Vancouver's citizenry turn
-ed to the most visible,most
publicized and least threat-
ening alternative. It was
called TEAM, for the
Electors"' Action Movement.
In spite of all the attent
-ion devoted to TEAM before
and after it won the 1972
elections,little was done to
investigate and publicize
the party's roots to see
whom it really represented.
Now,with two years! experien
-ce of TEAM's version of

- municipal refon its ts
:gﬁ¥"sgﬁijd§hﬁi§ﬁ%re'6? Ffasﬁ

more interest. For TEAM in
office has proven to be a
newer version of the same
old kind of city politics,
pro-developer, pro-business
interests, unconcerned about
proper citizen representat-
ion or legitimate citizen
interests. And it turms out
that this new party is
directly connected to the
same establishment business
interests which previously
ruled Vancouver through the
NPA.

In this year's Vancouver
elections, TEAM has been
challenged by an informal
alliance of the NDP,citizen-
oriented groups and long
~time political radicals.But
the task of this opposition
has been rendered very dif-
ficult by TEAM's success at
appropriating the image of
change at the same time as
it staunchly refuses to
adopt any policy---even pol-

icies it included in its
1972 election platform---
which make fundamental
changes in the civic status
quo.

People in Vancouver seem

to feel that TEAM is doing a
good job. But the reality
belies that feeling.In fact,
it could be argued that Van-
couver's citizens would have
been better off if TEAM had

never been elected, and if
the reactionary NPA had
remained in power.

To cite one example, as

long as the NPA was in power

» there was never any devel-
opment of the Four Seasons
site, at the entrance to
Stanley Park.Granted,the NPA
was going to give the devel-
opers everything they wanted
» But the issue was clear to
the citizens of Vancouver.
They bitterly opposed the de
-velopment at every stage,
and would have gone on op-
posing it for as long as
necessary. When TEAM came
into power, the opposition
let up. TEAM was going to
give the people what they
wanted. Very soon, TEAM
became wunclear and fuzzy
on the issue. Various pro-
posals were publicized. A
referendum held on the quest
-ion further confused the
citizenry, who voted to buy
the first block, but not the
second. The net result was
that there would be mno devel
-opment on the first block,
but there would be fairly
substantial development per-
mitted on the next block,
something that never would
have occurred under the NPA.
And the developers won again

- =

record om other

TEAM's
major issues has been just
as doubtful.
*There still is mno local

area representation, no ward:

system on city council
*Downtown  development is
more rampant than ever,
though slightly more spread
out

*The CPR is getting every-
thing it wants on its False
Creek property,and will prob
-ably get the same for its
extensive waterfront holding
-5

*The inner residential neigh
-bourhoods are still being
destroyed

*Although Vancouver will get
some form of rapid tramsit,
it is not clear who will
benefit the most--the citiz-
ens or the downtown property
owners.

While TEAM was in opposit-
ion, its policies had the
ring of reform. Since coming
into power, it has shifted

far to the right. Alderman
Walter Hardwick,TEAM's ''guru
of urban affairs" is the
extreme example of the trend
. Hardwick was first elected
to council in 1968, the year
TEAM was formed.He spent the
next four years as a strong
.Opposition spokesman. James
Lorimer, in a Citizens Guide
to City Politics, tabulated
the Vancouver City Council
voting record for 1971-72
and showed Hardwick, along
with COPE Alderman Harry
Rankin,to be the most consis
-tent anti-development voice
on council, with an almost

perfect record of voting for
the people's interests. A
similar tabulation of coun-
cil's voting record for 1974
shows that Hardwick had done
a complete reversal in his
voting pattern,now being one

of the most consistent
pro-development voices on
council.

Who is TEAM and why are

they doing this to Vancouver
2 For the answer to this

question, we have to look at
party's origins in

the the

collapse of the last politic
-al group to dominate city
hall, the Non-Partisan
Association (NPA).

NEXT ISSUE: THE FALL OF NPA
AND THE RISE OF TEAM.

| Antoinette  Lodge

By Karen O'Shanncery

Antoinette Lodge will be the
second new single persons!
dwelling to be built in the
Downtown-Eastside with funds
from all three levels of
govermment. It will be in
the 500 block East Cordova,
half a block from Oppenheim-
er Lodge.

Since mid August,local resi-
dents interested in tenant-
ing the building have been
meeting weekly or bi-weekly,
to work with the architect

to aid, plan, design, and
develop the Lodge for the
future tenants. Our priorit

L as quickly as
| present the expected complet

| of

"l"

include decent room
sizes, and tenancy by local
residents, and the develop-
ment of a residents' commit-
tee which will have a strong
role in the management.

-ies

| Of course our top priority

is to have the Lodge built
possible. At

-ion date is May 1976.

The design includes 78 rooms,
approximately tem by
twenty feet. All are house-
keeping units, and contain
two piece washrooms,the bath
-tubs being shared. Handi
-capped units are also
included,and are larger than
the above for uhcelcha}r

accesss
Lounge spaces, elevator, tel
-evision room, meeting Or
multi-purpose room, workshop

(which shall include carpent
equipment ) are all

-r
1nz1uded to make a building
hospitable to its' tenants,
and are therefore a necess=
ity.
We are just now developing
our role in management. If
are interested in

you
Antoinette,please attend our
" meetings, held every second
Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. at First
United Church. Contact Karen
at Lookout 412 East Hastings,
for dates,or leave your name
interested in

as a person
moving in. Since this is a
subsidized project, only

those with low incomes will
be accepted. ;

swimmin
From Page 5.

We sent a telegram to Mr.
Nicolson and Premier Barrett.
Without adequate recreation-
al facilities more housing
creates more problems.

Nov. 20 -- Mr. David Davies
sent a letter reporting on a

recreational review. The
latter part of the letter
states - "Strathcona Commun-

ity Centre is situated near
MacLean and has four meeting
rooms and a gym which is av-
ailable for volleyball,floor
hockey and basketball. The
project itself is equipped
with swings and slides and
in two buildings for seniors
there are televisions, card
tables and a pool table.m
What a confession ---

The matter came up again at

a Community Workers meeting

at the Salvation Army Temple
and, consequently, at t —}
Housing Committee meeting a

City Hall. Mr. Rankin, t!
Chairman, said although Lot:
C&D were committed £

housing,they did not dispute

the fact that RECREATIONAI
FACILITIES WERE BADLY NEEDEI
and we could propose anothet
site and bring the propo:
before Council.

March, 1975 -~ We are re
-ing to make the prope
for a new site. PHEW!1
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Downtown

The area designated as the
"downtown eastside" stretch-
es along the harbour from
Clark Drive to Burrard
Street (except for the Strath
-cona neighbourhood which
maintains its separate ident
-ity). It contains downtown
businesses, waterfront in-
dustries and a newly develop
-ed Gastown commercial-
entertainment area which has
pushed Vancouver's Skid Road
eastward., The residents of
the area include many single

nle wha 1liw rundoun

hotels 1l L ing houses
the most v151b1e of whom are
the transients, alcoholics
and social outcasts on the
streets.However,the majority
are permanent residents who
have lived downtown for many
years and include a number
of  Japanese and Chinese
families in the eastern
section.

Derelict, dangerous accommod
-ation and a deteriorating
"slum" enviromment are major
problems, along with a high
rate of alcoholism and drug
use,and increasing crime and
violence. Paternalistic
services for the '"down and
out’'often destroy initiative
and self respect.

ORGANIZATION

The Downtown Eastside Resid-
ents' Association was formed
in 1973 largely by the
efforts of two determined
socialists,Bruce Eriksen and
Peter Davies.Eriksen,a vocal
resident of the area and
chairman of DERA,objected to
attitudes of social workers,
LIP projects, and social
planners who''go down to help
the poor'" with soup kitchens
and other band-aid services.
He was determined to expose
the issues and make changes.
e blamed skid road condit-

ions on the hotel owners
that pushed beer, the
Mmerchants and pushers who

sold drugs, the slum land-

lords,  and the governments
vho did not enforce their
own laws.

Eastside

Assisted by personnel
First

from
United Church and a
Peoples Aide project, he and
a few other residents organ-
ized DERA in 1973"to protect
the residents of the area
from slum landlords,the City
of Vancouver and anyone else
who wants to take advantage
of the area--and to clean up
the image: not all residents
are derelicts and most are
not transients". Although he
took the strong lead and was

the 5pokesman, he began to
>lve otherse.

[ "We went out on the
and dragged people in and
insisted on their being
involved. We raised hell
with City Council if we
didn't get what we wanted."

Streets

People began to participate
through petitions,
meetings, demonstrations and
delegations that often went
to City Hall.DERA constitut-
ion required no Board and
members met weekly to give
ideas and instruct the four
officers.

BRUCE ERIKSEN

Bruce Eriksen became a famil
-iar face at City Council
and in the press as a spokes
-man and watch-dog for down-
town residents. Despite
antagonism of some aldermen
and officials, who objected

0 his personal criticism
and political biases, city
funds were allocated for one
year to employ two DERA
organizers, provided that
NSA administered the salarie
-s. Bruce was hired as the

highly visible ‘'outside"

organizer while remaining

president of DERA. "
P TS

public .

Residents’

A second CD worker helped on
the "inside" to research
issues,build the membership,

produce a newspaper, and
organize a day care centre.
Eight downtown residents

were also employed and train
-ed on a Manpower LEAP pro-
ject to assist with many of
these tasks. A Japanese and
a Chinese worker assisted

people with immigration and
interpretation problems.

LIBBY DAVIES inside organizer

Constant pressure, publicity
and political action includ-
ed frequent protests against
social  planners, health
inspectors,police and Liquor
Control Board employees who
were accused of not doing
their jobs. A petition was
launched by DERA supporting
the need for more police and
demanding a ban on sale of
knives after several bad
"mugging'incidents.Merchants
who sold bayrum and cafes
that were hangouts for drugs
were exposed and the city
was pressured to take actim.

skid road
and rooming houses

first step in the
fight for better housing.
Bruce Eriksen named six
hotels and two cafes that
eventually were given a city
ultimatum that they would be
closed down if improvements
weren't made in two months.

A crackdown on
hotels
was the

A major fire that killed
three and injured
people gave

1mpetus
city's new by-l

quired

ot

Association

DERA pressed for extension
of Oppenheimer Lodge and for
more housing in False Creek
for single people and oppos-
ed evictions from East Hotel

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

In November 1974, Bruce
Eriksen ..... ran as a candi
-date for alderman. He con-

tinued to stage demonstrat
-ions at City Hall and along
with a few DERA members
occupied the empty Bridge"yY"
Hotel to demonstrate the
need for housing. Despite
considerable  publicity he
was not elected but vowed to
continue his watch dog role

by attending all Citcy
Council meetings.
Libby Davies, the "inside

organizer'(paid through NSA)
5 has continued to work with
LEAP staff and DERA members
on long term planning issues
and programs, including a
recent proposal to convert
the former Carnegie Library
building inte a multi
service centre run by and
for downtown residents. She
summarized DERA accomplish-
ments as follows:

"(1) We helped to make
people from the area realize
they don't have to sit back
and can organize and stick
together and change things.
Over 550 people are register
-ed DERA members.

(2) DERA worked on up-
grading the whole community
-- rooming houses, changing
beer parlours,pressuring the
government for more housing.

(3) The next aim is to
try and have the downtown
area declared a NIP area
with rezoning (to protect
residential developmeént from
industry). More recreation
centres (other than the pubs
and missions) are needed and
the Carnegie Library build-
ing will be an ideal 1loca

~tion." " . v
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LOW INCOME
RENTERS
TO BENEFAT

B.C's renters giant is being over-
hauled this year

The 1974 formula of outright grants
10 all tenants is being replaced with a
shiding scule of benefits based on a tax
viedit system applicd (o gross income.

The maximum benefit will be $100
this year, However, renters over age
65 will receive a double benefit in
1975 in order to phuse i the new
system with minimal  economic  dis-
ruption

The $KO elderly citizens renters re-
source grant will be Jistributed as was
done lust year. Later in the year,
scmor citizen tenants will also receive
the new grant on the tux credit system.

I'he principle behind the new system
i 1o scale the greatest benefits to those
wich the greatest needs,

I enants with gross incomes of $5.000
or less will receive the full $100 bene-

fit. When income is between $5.000 |

and $6,000, the benefit is §96.

T'his formula works progressively o |
reduce the benefit as gross income rises. |

When income  reaches  $10,000. the
benefit is $47. The benefits stop when
income reaches the $15,000 level.

B.C. GOVERNMENT NEWS
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recreation~ preview

SALTSPFRING ISLAND CAMP TRIP

June 20th-27th.
people.
LEAVE: 1:00 p.m.---616 East

Cordova, Friday, June
20th.

Room for 22

¥
&

RETURN: From Saltspring Is.
--Friday, June 27th

--11:00 a.m.

COST: $17.00 per person----
includes transportation,
food and camp rental.
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Money refundable only if the

éfl

| camp trip is cancelled. n ,é i
Payment is due no later than ™ ; A 7
Wednesday, June llth at--- s /
D.E.R.P.--616 E. Cordova St. < g’ﬂl\n i
Accommodation---cabins--with § %
showers and washrooms,dining 3 O’P g
hall, kitchen, lounge area. = i ' z
Close to water----=- swimming, N "
boating, fishing. Trails for 3 %
hiking. % /‘

Must bring your own sleeping
bag or blankets, towels,
bathing suit, etc.
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For further information---
phone 2534744-Tuesday-Friday

9 am-4 pm or 6816858--Monday /;
-Friday-1 pm-3 pm;7 pm-1lpm. " ’/
| Ak
TO THE VANCOUVER PUBLIC “ 4
IRIP M /]F:] %
AQUARTUM g

b 3
A%
&

Tuesday - April 22nd.
LEAVE:616 E.Cordova 1:15 pm.

RETURN: From the Aquarium--
-=3:45 p.m.

=

Room for 40 people. -~ COST--

25¢ per persomn.

T

Deadline for registration --
April 17th, Thursday at
D.E.R.P. - 616 E. Cordova.

For information call 2534744
--Tues.-Fri., 9 am - 4 pm.

Y e

et S

»<

)
ey
T

S Wi m s dw

SUNDAY FILMS--373 E. Cordova
at 7:30 pm.
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IN SMALL CLAIMS COURT AT 814
RICHARDS ST., 10 A.M., APRIL)
8th, 1975.

The thirty-six former tenant
-s of the East Hotel are
sueing their landlords for|
breach of contract and dam-
ages in the sum of $1,000.00
each.

Legal counsel for the claim=
ants are Stuart Rush
Allan Maclean.

The claimants have summoned|
the following as witnesses
on their behalf: Mayor
Phillips, Rentalsman Bar
Clark,Ald. Harry Rankin,A
Mike Harcourt, Dave Morg
Health Dept.,Dr.Bonham,Ci|
Health Dept.

Other witnesses on beha
the claimants are
Hennessey of the
United Church, Bruce
- President of DE
course the 36 claima




